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Relative to the Navigable Canal intended to be 
made from the Coal Mines in the Pariſ of 
 Wedneſbury, and the Neighbourhood thereof, 
to join the Coventry Canal at Fazeley, with a 
Collateral Cut to the Town of Birmingham. 


-- 


Y various Acts paſſed in the Reign of His preſent Majeſty, certain Com- 


gable Canals; viz. the Grand Trunk, Staffordſpire and Worceſterſhire, the Coventry 
and the Oxford; the Whole being deſigned to form one great Line of Inland Navi- 
- gation, between-the.Rivers:Thames, Severn, Trent, and Merſey. 


: The Proprietors of the Coventry and Oxford Canal have long ſince expended 
their original Subſcriptions, without compleating their reſpective Undertakings, 
and have hitherto been diſcouraged from proceeding further in their Works, for 


Grand Trunk, and the Oxford with the Thames, are not effected. 


made to communicate. 


Perſons in Oxforaſbire, Northamptonſbire, and the Counties adjacent, accuſtomed 
to burn the excellent Coal of the Stafford Mines, ſtill continue to give it a Pre- 
ference, though purchaſed at a much higher Price, on Account of the great Ex- 
, pence of Land Carriage. e ee eh ny 


x plentiful Supply of Saffordſbire Coals might be procured on eaſy Terms; which, if 
2X conveyed along their Canal, would, at the ſame Time that the Public was cheaply 


of their original Deſign. | 


* 
„ 


December 15th, 1773, their Engineer, Mr. Simcox, was directed to take Levels, 
and prepare Plans and Eſtimates; and Mr. John Walter, Clerk to the ſaid Com- 
7 pany, was deſired to tranſmit the ſame to the Clerk of the Birmingham Canal Com- 
pany, and propoſe likewiſe that a Meeting might be held, for the Purpoſe of 
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panies thereby ſeverally incorporated, were impowered to make divers Navi- b 


Want of ſufficient Trade, ſo that the Junction of the Coventry Canal with the 


The principal Cauſe of this Want of Succels, is the bad Quality of the Coals 
raiſed at the Mareviciſbire Mines, with which the ſaid Canals laſt mentioned were 


4 This pointed out to the Proprietors of the -Oxford Canal the Neceſlity of ob- 
I Lane if poſſible, a Junction with the Birmingham Canal, by Means of which a 


and amply accommodated, occaſion ſuch an Increaſe of Tonnage, as would 
encourage the:Undertakers to make freſh Subſcriptions for the Accompliſhment 


| By divers Orders of che Oxford Canal Company, Ofober 4th, Ofober 27th, and 
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och ſuch Plans; and opening a Sabſeripio i the Purpoſe of carrying 
it into Execution. . 


A Meeting was accordingly held at Birmingham. A Plan, which was for com- 


municating with the Coventry Canal at Coventry, was objected to by the Agents of 
the Birmingham Canal Company; it was therefore propoſed, that Mr. S$;mcox ſhould 

prepare another Plan for joining the Coventry Canal at Fazeley; and that, as the 
Oxford Gentlemen had defrayed the Expence of the 8 the Birmingham Gen- 
tlemen ſhould pay for the latter. 


'V 


Mr. Simcox attended a Second Moezing paint to be held nr with 


the freſh Plan and Eſtimate. No Perſon whatever appeared on the Part of the 
Birmingham Canal Company, and Mr. Simcox has never been Katie for his 
Trouble and Expence in taking the Survey laſt mentioned. 


Vattous Applications of a ſimilar. Nature have been nk wth like en 


by the Coventry Canal Company, to the Proprietors of the Birmingham Canal; who 
have either eluded one Propolition, by throwing out Hints of OR or reated . 
the Applications with a emp tog Silence. 


No effectual Steps w were taken by the Oxford 8 fill Hori 2 Py 178 13 NOR 15 


finding that there was no Probability that the Birmingbam Canal Company would 
agree to a Junction, they directed Mr. Whitworth to prepare a Plan and Eſtimate 
of the Expence of making a Canal from the Coventry Canal at Fazeley, to the 


Staffordſhire Collieries, near N with a Branch to * lower Part of the 
Town of Birmingham. 7 | 


This Plan was laid before a numerous Meeting of Noblemen and Gentlenien, : 


held at Warwick, October, 1781. At this Meeting the Agents of the Birmingham 
Canal Company attended, and undertook to get a Survey taken of the Line of a 
Canal to be made from their Canal to e and there to communicate with, the of 


Oxford C anal. 


An Second Meeting, held at Warwick, "ET EI 178 i. theſe Agent produced 


i Plan for ſuch Junction, which was deemed impracticable. 5 


This Meeting being adjourned fn ne die, the Birmingham Canal Company ſeemed + 


to think that they had Put un End to all Attempts at a Communication. 


But the Public, fully convinced of the Utility of Mr. Whitworth's laſt Plan, 1 , 


5 termine to adopt it; and ſoon raiſed by a2 a Sum 1 to carry it 
into Execution. 


Ie is -fuppaſes hes: the ene Canal will communicate e with pen b Two 
T Acres of Coal, worth, according to the Thickneſs and Situation of the 


Mine, from One Hundred and Sixty, to two Hundred and F ifty Pounds per 


Acre, clear, and above all Expences of working and getting the ſame; for which at 
preſent there is no Market. | 


The Re utes W 808 af Land Carriage between the Northern Counties, the 
Stafferdſhire Potteries, and the Capital; and the Commerce in Iron, Hemp, Flax, 
Deal, Timber, and all the Imports from the Baltic for Home Conſumption, and 


in Hardware manufactured Goods for Exportation, between Hull and Birmingham, 
-with its s Environs, are too well known to be here further enlarged upon. 


It may be ſufficient to ſh, that, by opening the Communication between the 
Grand Trunk and Coventry Canal, a Saving of Six Shillings and Three Pence per 
Ton will be made in. the Freight of che. Goods lat enumerated, and a Reduction oY 
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the Price of the Carriage of Goods between the Places firſt mentioned, amounting 


to 1/. 35. 2d. per Ton, will be effected. 0 


1 conſequence of the ſeveral foregoing Tranſactions, a Bill has been brouglit into 
_ +the Houſe of Commons for making the intended Navigable Caral before- men- 
tioned, which now ſtands for a Second Reading; it is ſupported by upwards of 


Twenty Petitions, from ſome of the Firſt Noblemen in the Kingdom, from 


ſeveral Corporate Bodies and Marker Towns, Part of which have been preſented, 
and the Remainder will be preſented as ſoon as Parliament meets. The irmingbam 


Canal Company, who, during the laſt Summer, attempted to cut a Line of Cir- 


cumvallation round the North-eaſtern Part of the Town of Birmingbam, in ſuch 
_ a Direction as would for ever have excluded the intended Canal from that great 


Seat of Manufactures, and who, during this Seſſion, have not only ſtrained every 


Nerve to oppoſe the preſent Undertaking, but have alſo preſented a Petition to 
Parliament, for Leave to bring in a Bill to extend their preſent Canal to the 
Medneſbury Collieries, which, if carried, will for ever exclude the intended Canal 
from all Acceſs to the ſaid Collieries. This Company, after all their Efforts 
to hinder. the Accompliſhment of this important Deſign, finding that the 
Public will no longer be deprived of ſuch Accommodation, now pretend 
to ſay, that they are ready and willing to make the Canal. They want the 
Public to believe, that a Change in their Sentiments, equally ſudden and ſur- 
priſing, has taken Place; that they are now as zealouſly affected towards this 
good Work as the New Company; and that they will chearfully adopt the 
Meaſure which, till within theſe few Days, they have reprobated. In the Month 
of June, ſeveral Gentlemen of Rank and Character, deputed by the Trunk, Oxford, 
and Coventry Canal Companies, met a Deputation from the Subſcribers to the in- 
tended Canal, at Coleſbill, in Warwickſhire, and there, having concerted proper 
_ Meaſures for carrying into Execution the preſent Plan of compleating the Junc- 
tion of the Coventry and Trunk Navigations at Fradley Heath, and of making the 
intended Canal from Wedne/ſbury to Fazeley, ſolemnly pledged themſelves to com- 
plear the ſeveral Parts of the ſaid Plan, undertaken by them, on Behalf of their 
reſpective, Companies; and alſo ſtrenuouſly to ſupport the Subſcribers in their 
preſent Application to Parliament. And though the Three Great Companies, at 
General Meetings, have confirmed and rat ified ſuch Agreements, yet the Birming- 
Bam Canal Company, with the Demerit of having invariably oppoted the Mea- 
ſure, in Effect, now hope that the ſaid Three Companies will break their plighted 
Faith, and abandon the New Company; who, without arrogating too much, have 
certainly the Merit of having, at a very great Expence, ſecured to the Public 2 
_ Certainty of obtaining the much- deſired Object of their Wiſhes, ED 


he The Three Great Companies, with that Openneſs and Integrity which mark the 
Conduct of Men of Honour, have renewed their Aſſurances of the moſt vigorous 


Support to the Subſcribers to the New Undertaking; who, animated by this freſh 


Inſtance of Confidence, have engaged to puſh their Bill to a Second Reading, on the 
__ _ earlieſt Day the Honourable Houſe of Commons will pleaſe to appoint for that 
Purpoſe. ; n ET „ e 
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